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one shared his feeling, and then threw himself into the fray.
Faced with a new situation, he reasserted his ideas of the
forties. The prison had not changed him: he was not a con-
servative, he was a Russian conservative; he was not a liberal,
he was a Russian liberal. This Russian conservative liberalism
endorsed a number of reforms that did not imitate those of
the West but conformed to the old Russian tradition. Ac-
cording to Dostoevsky, the Slav peoples had a way of life
that must be preserved. The reactionary Slavophiles were
more Muscovite than Russian, and the progressive liberals
were more European than Russian. Between these two ex-
tremes there was a middle course, the only right one, and
Dostoevsky wanted to follow it.
But he was not understood, for no one wanted to under-
stand him. In the eyes of the students he was an ex-convict, a
martyr for freedom. When he was asked at literary gather-
ings to read passages from The House of the Dead, it was
not the author whom they applauded, but the partisan. The
fame they bestowed upon him was based on a misconcep-
tion. He was not one of them, and he suffered from being
acclaimed for ideas that he had never had, for an ideal he had
never defended. Later he told Strakhov how reluctant he
was to read aloud certain passages from his book, "As if I
were complaining in public! As if I were always complain-
ing! That is not right!"
This false situation was unbearable. Dostoevsky felt that
he must clarify his stand. He and Mikhail resolved to publish
a journal. The idea of founding a journal actually dated back
to 1858; and its program had been submitted to the board
of censorship on October 31, 1858, but only in 1860 did the
two brothers carry out their project.
The journal, a monthly, was called Time. The nominal